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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIQNAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL CRGANISATIQN

THE GROUNDS CF Ali TNTERNATTCNAL DECLARATTGH
OF E.ifil RIGETS

(Report of the Unesco Camittee on the Philosophic Principles
. of the Rights of llan to the Commission on Human Rights of
the United Naticns. )

An international declaration of human rights must be the ex-
Pression of a faith to be maintained no less than a progrzmme of actions
to be carried out. t is a foundatim for convictions wniversally
shared by wen however great the differcences of their circunstances and
their manner of formulating humen rights, it is an essential elenent
in ¢he constitutional structure of the United Nations. In order that
all peoples and all governments shall be made aware that the authority
and goodwill of the United Nations will be exercised with ever increasing
vower to apply these meens for the advancement of humen happiness in the
great society, it is fitting that its members solemnly proclaim a de-
claration of rights to the civilised world. Such a declaration depends,
however, not only on the authority by which rights are safeguarded and
advanced, but also on the caumon understanding which makes the procla-
mation feasitle and the faith practicable. .

The preparatia of a Declaratim of Human Rights faces fundamen-
tal problems concerning principles and interpretations as well as poli-
“tical and diplcuatic problans canoerning agreement and drafting. ° For
this reason the Unesco Committce on the Philoscphic Principles of the
Rights of Man has undertaken, on the basis of a survey of the opinion
_of scholars in the various parts of the world, an exsmination of the
“intellectusl bases of a mcdern bill of rights, in the hope that such a
study mey prove useful to the Ccmaission on Human Rights of the Ecanomic
end Social Council both in suggesting comon grounds for agreement and
in-explaining possible sources of differences. The Unesco Comiittee
is convinced that the nembers of the United Nations share camuion convict-
ions on which-huaan rights depend, but it is further canvinced that
those comon convictions are stated in temms of different philosophic
principles and on the background of divergent political and ecmomic
systens. An examination of the grounds of a bill of rights should
therefore serve tc reveal, cn the one -hand, the camaon principles on
which the declaration rests and to anticipate, on the other hand, some
of the difficulties and differences of interpretation which wmight other-
wise delay or impede agreement concerning the fundamental rights which
enter into the declaration.
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The United Nations stands as the symbol to all of victory over
those who sought to achieve tyramny through aggressive war. Since it
was created to maintoin the peace of mankind and, as it maintsins peace,
to make ever more full the lives of men and women everywhere, it is fitting
that it should record -its faith in fresdom and democracy =nd its determi-
_nation to safegzuard.their pover to expend, That faith in freedam and
democracy is founded on tie Taith in the inherent digeity of men end women.
The United Nations cannot succeed in the great purposes to vhich it is
camitted unless it so acts that this dignity is given increasing recoge-
nition, =nd wless steps are token to create the conditions wder which
this dignity may be achieved nore fully and at coustantly higher levels.
Voaried in cultures and built won different institutions, tihe meuwbers of
the United Jdaticns have, nevertheless, certain great principles in comzon.
They believe that men and wonmen, all cver the world, have the right to
live a life that is free from the hoaunting fear of poverty and insccurity.
They believe thot they should have a more complete access to the heritage,
in all its aspects and dimensims, of the civilisation so painfully duilt
by human effcrt.  They believe that science and the arts should combine
to serve alike peace and the well-being, spirituzl as well as materisl,
of all ren and wemen without discrimination of eny kind. hiey believe
that, glvcn gocdwill between nations, the power is in their hands to
advance the acnlevancnt of this wecll-being more swif'tly than in any pre-

*ous a.ge. -

It is this faith, in the opinion of the Unesco Comittee, which
mderl:.es the solerm obligation of the United Nations to declarc, not
~only o all governenis, but also to their peoples, the rights Wh:.ch have
now become the vital ends of husen effort everywhere. These rights must
no . longer be confined to a few. They ere claims which ell nen ond women
may legitimately meke, in their search, not only to fulfil thenselves at
their best, bBut to be so placed in life that they are capable, at their
best, of beconing in the highest sense citizens of the various ccomwities
- to whick they belong and to the world cominity, and in those comwmities
_of seeking to respect the rights of others, just as they are resclute to
protect the.i.r own. -

XXXZXX

Despite the entiquity and the broad acceptance of the concept-
ion of the rights of men, and despite the long evolution of devices to
protect saue human rights by legsal -systuns, the systmatic proclanation
of declerations of hwxen rights is rcecent. The history of the philosophic
discussion of human righbts, of the dignity and b*‘ok.hgrhood of nan, and of
his common citizenship in the great society is lang: i% extends beyord the
nerrow linits of the western tradition and its beg;n.ungs in tac West as
well as in thc East coincide with the beg:mnmgs of philesophy. The
history of declaraticns of Iman rights, on the other hand, is short and
its beginnings ere to be fownd in the West in the British Bill of Riphts
and the fnerican and French Decleratims of Rights formulated in the .
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, although the right of the people
to revolt against political oppression was very .early recogniscd and
established in China. The relation. of philosophic considerations to the
declarations of hwan rlghts is suggested by the differaces -of theseo
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two histories. The philosophic teauper of the times was an indispensable
backgrownd and preparation for. each statement of hunan rights, but des-
pite theé broad agreeients emang the resulting statements there was no
nore agreenent among philosophers in the eighteanth than in the twentioth
century. Moreover, despite the faith in hwman dignity and the formula

- for hunan happiness prepared by philosophers, an implementation was
"needed in social and political institutions to secure humen rights for
“men. - An internationcl declaration of human rights is involved in pre~
cisely the sare problems. The philosophies of our times, notwithstand-
ing their divergencies, have deecpened the faith in the dignity of man and
‘have vastly expanded the fimaula far his happiness; but the differences
of philosophies have led to varied and cven. opposel interpretations of
fundamental rights and the prectical import of philosophies has beccne
nore parked.

: The civil and political rights which were formnulated in the
eighteenth century have since that time been incorporated into the con-
stitution or the laws of almost every nation in the world. During the
same period, the deovelopments of technology and industriel advences have
led to the formatio of a conception of escanmic and social rights. The
older civil and political righis have sometimes been extended to embrace
these new rightss 1In such applications and cther context of the newer
rights, the necanings have frequently wdergone ncdification, and indeed
the two have smetimes been thought to be in conflict. Finally, as
science md technology have given nen greater control over nmature, rights
which were in the past reserved for the few have gradually been extended
to the nany and are now potentially open to all. This addition of new
rights anl the changes in the significance of cld rights in the context
of developing knowledge and tecimology presents probleais as well as
cpportunities. Perhaps the greatest problea involved in the basic
ileas which underlie a declaration of human rights is found in the con-
flict of ileas which have been uced to relate the sccial responsibilities
‘entailed in the meterial eand sccial devdlopments of the nineteenth
century to the civil and politiecsd rights earlier enunciated. This
conflict has even shaken the simple forw of the faith in the dignity

of 11an vwhich was based am the confidence in progress and the advance of
knowledge, for it is the source of complezitics in the interpretation of
liberty end equality and of their interrclations, as well as of apparent
contradictions among the fundanontal huen rights. In like fashio,
the problem of the implementotion of huisn rights, new and old, depends
on the tacit or explicit resolution of besic phuilosophic problems, for
the rights involve assuiptions concerning the relatioms not only of men
to governments, But also of the rclations of grows of men to the state,
snd of states tc oné ancther, and in the complex of these interrelations
the inter-dependence of rights and cduties has been redefined.

Notwithstanding these difficulties, the Unesco Camitice on
the Philocsophic Principles of the Rights of Men is convinced that the
perspectives open tu zen, both on the planes of history and of phil.osophy,
are wider sand richer than before. The decper the re-exemination of the
bases of huzan rights that is made, the sreater are the hopes that emerge
es possible, The Camittee has therefore circulated to a seleot list
of the Scholars of the world a series cf questions concerning the changes
of intellectusl and historical circuistances between the classical

PHS



31 July 19%7

only wider democratic conditions 3

declarations of huaan rights which stem fram thc cighteenth century
and the bill of rights made possible by the sf.ajl:e of ideas and the
ecanauic potentials of the present. Cn the vasis of that inquiry,

it has set down briefly, first, what seem to it scme of the s:.gru.ficent
cnsequences of the cvolution of human rights and, second, & schematic
formulation of basic rights which in its opinion cén and should be vin-
dicated for all men, Tho history and the schematism grew out of the
discussions of the Camittee during its rmeetings in Paris fram Jwe 26
to July 2, but although they are basad mn a study of the replies re-
ceived to the questionnaire, they do not represent the opinions of all
tiie scholars who contributed to the symposium.

It is the conviectiom of the Unesco Committee that these ingui- -
ries into the intellectual bases of husen rights mey contribute to the
werk of the Commission on Humen Rights in two fashions: first, by a
brief indjcation of the places at which the discovery of camon principles
night remove difficulties in the way of agreement and the places at which
philcscophic divergences night anticipate difficulties in interpretation
and, second, a more precice and detailed exsmineation of the camon princi-
ples that may be Pomulated and the philosophic differences that have
divided men in the interpretaticon of tiosc principles. The docuzent
which is here presmted is an atteagpt to perform the first and prelininary -
task. The Cuaxaittee is convinced that Unesco will be eblo to muster the
scholarly resources: necessary for the accorplishment of the second task

if the Camission on Huaen Rights decms it desiregble.

For the purposes of present inquiry, the Ccoomittee did not
explore the sulkfleties of interpretations of right, liberiy and dauocracy.
The wembers of the Camittee found it possible tu sgree an working defi-
nitions of these tems, reserving for loter examinatim the fachion in
which their differcncos of interpretation will diversify their further
definition. By a rigat they meon a condition of living, without which,
in any given historical stage of a socisty, men cannot give the best of |
themselves as active nembers of the camwumnity because they are deprived
of the weans to fulfil themselves as hmen beings. By liberty they
mean more than only the absence of restraint.  They nean also the positive
organisation of the sccial end ccouonic conditions within which men can
participate to a maxinman as acctive uedbers of the comawity and. contribute
to the welfare of the commumiity at the highest level permitted by the
me.terial development of the SOClt—t% This liberty can have meaning

or only in daiocracy is liberty set
in that context of equality which makesit en oppor rtunity for all nen and
not for scme men anly. Denocratic liberty is e liberty which does not
distinguish by age or sex, by race or language or creed, between the
rights of one nian and the rights of anotacr.

The Camittee is fully aware that these working definitims are
susceptible of highly diverse particularisatiocns and that they contain,
therefore, great ambiguity. Bub the Camiitiee is convinced that the
philoscphic problen inwoived in a deoclaration of huian rights is not to
achleve doctrinal consensus but rather to achieve agreanent concerning
rights, and also conceming action in the realisation and defense of
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rights, which may be justified on highly divergent doctrinal grounds.
The Comxittee's discussion, therefore, o both the evalutim of huuen
rizgats =nd of the theoretic differences ccncerning their nature and
interrelaticns, was intendel, not'to set up an mtelle ctual siructure
te reduce thew to a single foruulaticn, but rather to discover the
intellectucl nmeans to secwure agreament concerning fundamental rights
md to remove difficulties in cheir implementation such-as night stem
from intellectual differences.

A The funderental human rights which were specified first and
proclaimed widcly at the beginnings of the modern period were rights
which regulated man's relations to political and social groups and which
are tuerefore usually referred to as Civil and Political Rights. They
had as purpose to protect men in actions which do not derogate fron the
freedoii or well-being of others and to assign to hiny the exercise cof
functicns by which e might exert a proper influence cn the institutions
and laws o the state., As a result of religious moveuents and the
development of national states s a series of freedcus were forxrulated
neore and more precisely and insistently frm the Renaissoance to the
eighteenth centurys . to free men from unwarranted interferance in his
thought 2nd expression, the frecdam of cansclence, worship, speech,
asseivly, association and the press. During the seventeenth century,
each of these frecdoms received eloguent delense on the grounds, not
. only that they mey be granted without danger tc the peace of the state,

but also that they moy not be withheld without danger. Legal irple-
mentatio for their protection was step by step provided by the insti-
tution of courts or the erctensicn of the Jurisdiction of existing courts,
and those rights may, therefore, be associated with respect to the means
of securing them, with other personal rights and with the right to just-

. ice, by which it was recognised that all uen have an equal right to

seek Justice by appeal to lew end in that appecl to be protected fram
suxery arrest, cruel treatient and wmjust punishrent. As civil rights,
moreover, they are closely related to the right to political actim by
~ which the function of citizens in states is defined, and the growth of
democreatic institutions during this period is largely an expression of
the conviction men can achieve justice and the defense of their rights
only by participaticn direct or indirect in the govermients by which
they are rulels Political rights were thercfore written into instru-
uents and irstitutions of govermient, whereas civil rights, protected
from intexrference by governments by recourss to courts, were written
into bills c¢f rights. The ricght to politicei actim within a stete
discussed during this period, moreover, in close conjumction with the
right to rebellion or revoluticn Ly which men night set up a govermment
in canfomity with justice if the fundamental principles of Jjustice and
the basic humen rights are violated in such fashion as to pemmit no
redress by recourse to peaceful means, and also in conjwmciion with
the right to citizensh’ip by which men may ebandon their existing citi-
zenships and assume the citizenship of any country which is prepared
to accept them as citizens, Finally, during the nineteenth century,
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the discussion of the right to political actlcn cade increasmg];f clear -
"~ that it is & right vhickh cmn be exercised wisely anly in em.}mcmon
with the right to ui‘orrmtmon by which the citizen nay equi; mz:self

for the proper excereise of his political functims.

. . Durinz the nineteenth cventury there were adled to these rights
another set of fundaiental hupman ripghts which grew out of the recognition
~that to live well cnd freely man must have at least the meens requisite
for iiving and which was uade increasingly praciicable by the advances
in technology and industrislismdicn in neking the nemns of livelihood
potentially accessible te¢ a1l men. These have come to be called
Econcmic and Social Rights. They were Iirst treated as sub-divisions
or extensicns of civil and paliticel rights, but in the course of the
last hwdred years it hos beccme apparent that they are different in
kind frem the clder rights and that they. theref re reguire different
irpleaentation. In their earliest form they are assccinted with the
right to property, which in the cighteenth cc.ntury was. concelved by many
phllosophers tc be the basic huten right fraa which the others are der.wed,
in such foshion that even liberty and the pursuit of happiness are often
treated as properiy rdghts of wene The evoiution of sceial and economic
rights depended on the discussion of tie mlation of the ownership and
the use of property, of private and common ownership, and of private rights
and public responsibility. Sinilarly, the right to educatim wes early
conceived to belong to all men, and the institution of public systems of
education was ges...gn d to effect the realisatin of that right. Like~
wise, the right tc work was treated Iirvst as a freedom consequent am the
right to property and was only liater :u:splenentea. with legel provisims for
bergaining and arbitration conceming the conditigns and tho rewards of
werke The right to protection of health usually startced in the verious
states from modest beginniangs in pure food and drvgs legislaticn wnder the
provisions of peolice power, and slowly extended to the provision of mini-
nw nedicel @d dietetic services, while the end of the nineteenth century
end the bezinning of the twentieth century saw the growth of verious foms
of social security designed to aubody the r;a.grt to maintenafice during
infancy, old age, sickness end other formc of incepacity, eand involuntary .
wmerployment. Finally, there are few to deny, in the retrospect of
technological advances tioday, ths right of all to share in the advancing
gains of civilisation and to have full scazess to the enjoynent of cultural
oppcrtmn.t:.es end mtcmal imprcvenients.

Since the incressed accessibility of econcmic end sceial wights
was achieved as a camsequence of the advences of science and. since the
ideels end accamplisinents of an ege find their expression in.art and
literature, a new exphasis has been placed on Rights of the Mind: on the
right to inquiry, expression and camaunication. Whether the purpose of

caummication be the cxpressicn of an ideéa or amn enotion, the furthering

of = individual or social purpose, or the formulation of an objeciive ond
scientific truth, the right is grounded both in the purpose of developing
to the full the potentialities of wen *md in the socisl conseguence of such
' cm\mlcut ionSe :
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The evolution, extension and increasse of humen rights provide
clear indication of their scope and of the problems which must be solved
by a modern declaration of hunan rights. Rights which were first pro-~-
claimed effectively for only a privileged few have been extended until
they may now be claimed by all. Rights vwhich were imperfectly secured
have been supplemented by rights which are essential to their realisatim.
But in that process of extensim and growth, the significance of many
basgic rights has beon changed. Their significence has smetines been
‘rendered wore preeise amd that process has fregquentiy led to the recog=
nition of how far man is from the realisation of his rights. The change
*n their significance has frequently extended them to applications for
which they were nct originally intended, smetimes with good, and sme-
times with evil, effect. It has sometinmes renderced rights vague, and
it has even perverted what had been conceived as rights to sources of
ebuse agoinst the fundamental rights of other men.

The evolutimn of man's conception of his rights serves to
weke clear, moreover, not anly the problems involved in a modern decla-
retion of humoen rights, but alsc the memns for the solution of those
‘provlens, Yuaen rights have becoue, ond mwust remain, vniversal., ALl
the rights which we have ccme slowly end leboriously to recognise belong
to all men everywhere without discrimination of race, sex, language or
religicn. They are universal, moreover, nut only because there are no
fundsmental differences among men, but also because the great society
end tho cazamity of all men has beccme a real and effective power, and
the interdependent nature of that comawmity is beginning at last to e
recognised. . This wiversality of the rights o man, finally, has led
to the translation into political instrunentalities of that close inter-
dependence of rights end duties which has long been apperent in noral
analysis. But the enjoyment of rights involves, not wnly the accept-
ance by the individual of corresponding cbligaticms to sceciety but it
' is conditicned by the material resources of the society to which he be-
1xmgs. Thus, thc right to work implies the obligaticn to engage in }
work useful to the society; the right to maintwmance, elucation, etCe..
can be eajoycd by each man only in so far as the society by productive
work creates the resources out of which these rights cen be assureds
The problem, whizsh the Coanission of Humen Rights nust resoive conse-
quently Zurns on the relaticn of rights to pclitical end economic
institntions and the implementation of -a bill of rihts procleined for
all nen, as nea ond as nasbers of the world commwunivy.

In the precent world situation then, e&ll of therights which
nen hes acquired through the centuries are important to the life of nan
and the development of the world cormmity, but those woich have been
wade possible by the ucst recent advences of knoviedze and technology
and by the institution of the sgencies of the United Intins have )

" asswed priority over, and have affected, the conceptimn f the earlier
rights, for the ncw rights have not only been edded to tae 1ist of
rights, but they hove mede also clear the full sense of clder rights
and have made then wmiversally practicable. They mcke it rossible
to drew a list of fundamental rights on which, the Unesco Caanittee
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on the Philosophic Principles of the Rights of Man is convinced, all
nen are agreed. They cre righits which should inspire individual wmen,
naticns, and internavional agencics to work for their achievement and
to use their full authority and power in support. of them. They may
be seen to be implicit in man's nature as an individual and as a
nenber of society and to follow from the fundazental right to live.

1. - THE RIGHT TO LIVE.

The right to live is the eondition and, as it were, the found-
ation of all other rights. It is the condition of other rights since
it is the minimum husan right. It is inseparably involved in the very
existence of man. Bud {o live is more then barely to exist, and it is

“therefore the right which wakes specifiic all cther rights since they )
mark the degree of well-being which uen may achieve. All rights derive,
on the cme hand, frow the nature of man as such and, on the other, since
man depends on nan, the stage of development achieved by the scsial and
political groups in which he participates.

-

XXX XX

. One group of rights.is essentially connceted with t;ie prdvisicn
of means for subsistence, through his om efforts or, where they are
insufficient, througn the rescurces of society.

2. - THE RIGHT TO THE PROTECTIQN OF HTALTH.

3« -~ THE RIGHT &0 WORK.

Every man has the right to work, at a wage which represents a
fair reward for the quantity and quality of the work done, provided the
wages be always at least sufficient to provide means of subsistence and
provided the hours of wark be reasonable and the lelsure adeguate.

The right to work impliesr the right of the workers to partici-
pate in the collective determination o the conditiuns of their wori,
as well as the right of the workers to wlerstand the genersl signifi-
~cance of the work doane. Work cammot be considered as a comwdéity,

end the recoguiticn of its moral and social velue is, therefore, an
easential right of the workers.

. No discrimination will be set up to bar anyone frow access to
any form of work fcr which he is qualified.

4o - THE RIGET TO MAINTENANCE in invcluntary wmemployment, infancy, old
age, sicimess and all other forwms of incapdcity.

o
ALl

.
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5. - THE RIGHT TO PRUPERTY.

Every man has the right to private property in so far as is
necessary for. his personal use and the use of his fawily; no other
form of property is in itself a fundamental right.

XXXXX
Bare living, however, is not sufficient, and another group
of rights supplements these, providing :m’cellec'mal fomdatias for

living well, training for the proper use of hwman as well as the oppor-
tunities for self-development and the advancement of the comaon good.

6. - THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION.

' Every men has the right to a certain minimun of elementary
education.  That elementary eduwation should eventually be brought to
a minimum level of fundamental education available to all men, viich
should in turn facilitate the mutual understanding of the pecples of
the world. In addition, higher education should be accessible to all
who have the capacity to benefit by it, and society should select such
persons by appropriate neans, with due respect to the principle of :
equal merit and the satisfaction of legitimate aspirations o the part
of the individual.

7. = THE RIGHT TO INFORMATICH.

Every men, that he may play his part in humen society, has
the right to the fullest and most accurate information fram 21l rele~
vant sources.

8. - FREEDGI OF THOUGHT AND THE RIGHT TO FSFE INGUIRY.

The right to live finds its mos*t couplete manifestation in
the life of thought end in the various moles of artistic an . scientific
expressicn.  Every men has the right to follow as he finds then caa~-
pelling tlie consequeances of lds reasming anl to hold such doctrines
as he judges to be true. He shall not bo hinder. i in the pursuit of
knowledge or in communicating the results of his inquiries to others
in the effort to increase the sun of huian knowladge.

9. - THE RIGHT OF SELF-EXPRESSION.

Even apart, froa direct calculation of social utility, however,
every man has the right to express himself jn art =nd science, not caly
as part of his own self-fulfilmeat, but also as a ros:ible contribution
to the culture «f his nation and time, since the hishest etpressian of
culture and the greatest utility to society freqg uenﬂy deitive frou
works littlc esteemed by their contenporaries for ezesthetic velue or
irmediate practical use.
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Finally, there is a grow of rights which bear on man's par-
ticipation in society and his protection fraz sociel and polltlcal in~-
Justice. .

10. - THE RIGHT TO JUSTICE.

Fvery man has an equal right to justice. He cannot be
sumoned for an act which was not a legal offence at the time when it
was ccumn.tted. He has the right to be protected by law from illegal
" arrest, brutality, torture, cruel and wnjust pwiisiment and dovble jeopardy.
. In the casz of legal arrest, he has the right to a smeady and publie trial
by due process of law.

The inviolability of domicilc and correspanience is limited
only in accordance with due process of law and in so far as its enjoyment
nay endanger the existence of society or the principles on which it is
;ounued.

11. = THE RIGHT TO PQLITICAL POTTCN.

Evéry citizen is entlfled, both by voting and by direct parti-
c:;pat‘*on, to noke his contributin to the conduet of nublic affairs. In

" pursushde of this aim, he has the right to express his ideas and to form

asscciations for the pri:motian of his ideas, provided that such express-
ions and such associations are not incaupatible with the prmc:.“les of
democracy or with the rights o man.

12, = FREEDQS OF SPRRCY, ASSBLY, ASSOCTATION, WORSFIP AND THE FPESS.

As instrunents, thorefore, in the exercise of his right to
political action, no less than as coasegacnce of his :ight to salf-
expression, man has the riglt to set forth his . ideas and to seek to
persuade ovhers to accept then, Society is entitled to limit the exer—
cise of these rights oniy in exceptior~d circuastaences and cmlj in so
far as their exercise night endenger the existence of the sociely cr
the principles on which it is fowdid. ' |

13 ~ THE RIGIT TO CITIZYNSIID.

. In the eve 2t that a man is not satisfied with the institutioms
of the nation of which he is part, he has the right to abandon his exist-
ing citizenship and to asswie the citizeaship of any cowmntry which is
Prepared to accept hiia as a citizen.

14 - THE RICHT TO IS5 TTION OR REVOLUTTON.

In the event thatthe goveramant of .his nation cperates contrary
to the fundemental principles of justice and the basic human rights in such
fashicn that no redress is pemitted by peaceful means, wman has the right
to set up a govermient more nearly in conformity with justicc and huuanity.
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15. - (LERICHT TO SHARE IN PROGRESS.

Every wman has the right to full access to the enjoyment of the
technical and cultural achievements of civilisation.

These rights, lhe Unesco Camittee on the Philoscphic Principles
of Ihman Rights is convinced, are of fundamental iuportance not only to
the enrichiient of the human spirit bud to the ®dvelopment of all forms
c¢f humen association, including the development of national cultures
end international co-coperation. The Unesco Cammittee has attempted to
indicate saze of the intellectual raaifications end implicatioms of the

provlem of human rights in the modern woarld end in the international

framework of the United Nations by setting forth briefly the turns of
the historical develorment of hunan rights and the broad lines of the
interrelaticns of Iman rights which are conseguent cn that developuent.
The Cormittee is particularly concsmed to emphasise the dynamic cha-
racter of the interrelatios of hunan rights and the need, therefore,
to oxplore and control the basic ideas which are in process of being
fitted to new industrial and technological means for the achievement

cf hunen good. . E%'Exe Cumittee reaffiris its conviction that a further
stuly of the oppositions of philosophic doztrines which lead to diver-
sities of interpretations of luman rights, or which concesl fundeomentel
Principles on which c.greement is poscible despite these diversities,
mizht facilitate the discussion of hunan rights today. It reaffirms
also its further conviction that Unesco might properly be asked to
teke the study of these philoscphic differexces. Such a stuly should
be wndertoken, however, only if it is seen to contribute tc the fomu-
letim eand implementation of the Declaration of Human Rights which is
in rrocess o preparation by the Camissiom on Human Rights,for the
Tnesco Camaittee is convinced that agreement is possible concerning
ceuch a de2laration and that it will constitute a basic contributicn

to the fullness ol man's life, and to the stability and to the effect-
iveness of the cperatiun of the United Nations.
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